T.B. Scott Free Library

2022
SEED
GUIDE
Includes Growing and
Seed Saving Tips
The T.B. Scott Seed Library provides starter packets
of open-pollinated, non-hybrid seeds of heirloomvariety plants to increase the array of plants grown in
our community and to enlarge each Seed Library
user’s personal seed bank.

Content
1

Borrow - Garden - Return

2

Empress Bean

3

Detroit Dark Red Beet

4

Tom Thumb Pea

5

Silvery Fir Tree Tomato

6

Black Beauty Zucchini Squash

7

Sunflower Mix

8

Helpful Resources

Borrow • Grow • Return
Borrow
Select one "BORROW" seed packet and a
matching "RETURN" seed packet for each of the
six seed varieties available
Checkout your seeds with the helpful Library staff

Grow
Grow your seeds

Return
Harvest your seeds; keep enough seeds for you to
use next year, about 90%.
Put the remaining 10% of your seeds into the
"RETURN" envelope.
Return seed packets to the Library to be used next
year!

1

Empress Bean
A great snap bean for fresh eating, freezing, or
processing, the Empress bean offers incredible
flavor. The vigorous plants produce heavy yields
of large, straight, green, 5-6” stringless pods.
Plant in succession for fresh beans throughout
the season. Bush habit, snap, 55 days.
Instructions - Sow seeds outdoors after danger of
frost has passed and soil and air temperatures
have warmed. Direct seed 2” apart at 1” deep.
Plant rows 36-48”. Plant in full sun. Harvest
frequently for increased yields.
Save beans by allowing pods to remain on plant
until dry. Beans will rattle inside pod. Break open
pods, remove beans, store in dry, airtight
containers for use next year.

2

Detroit Dark Red Beet
Great for canning and fresh eating, this variety
produces round, blood-red, 3"-diameter roots. 60-65
days.
Instructions - Sow seeds outdoors as soon as soil can
be worked in spring. Seeds will germinate in 5-10
days. Plant at two-week intervals for a steady
harvest. Direct seed 2” apart at ½” deep. Plant rows
at 20-24” apart, and thin to 6” apart. All parts of the
beet plant are edible.
This crop is a biennial, meaning that it will not set
seed until the second year of growth. Once seeds
start ripening, there will almost always be a mixture
of mature and immature seeds on plants. Harvesting
when approximately two-thirds of the seeds are
brown is recommended. Individual seedstalks should
be cut or entire plants be pulled from the garden and
moved to a place for drying. After about two weeks
the seedstalks can be threshed by running a gloved
hand along the length of the stalk with a container
placed underneath to catch dislodged seeds.

3

Tom Thumb Pea
At 8" tall, this aptly named dwarf pea is ideal for
container gardening and is very frost-tolerant.
Shell, 50-55 days. Peas thrive in cool weather.
Instructions - Sow seeds outdoors as soon as soil
can be worked in spring. Sow direct 2” apart, at
½-1” deep. Seeds germinate in 7-14 days. Plant in
full sun.
Save seeds by leaving some pods on the plant
until past ripe. Pods will dry and turn brown.
Remove pods, break open, save wrinkled peas.
Save peas in airtight, cool places for use next year.
Peas like cool locations, so storing airtight
container in refrigerator is good.

4

Silvery Fir Tree Tomato
Traditional Russian variety with distinctive carrotlike silvery-gray foliage on compact 24" plants. Heavy
crops of round, slightly flattened 3-3½" red fruits.
Does well in hanging baskets or on patios.
Determinate, 60 days from transplant.
Instructions - Start plants indoors 6 weeks before last
frost. Seeds germinate in 7-14 days. Sow seeds
indoors ¼" deep. Tomatoes are sensitive to freezing
temperatures, so wait to transplant outdoors until
the soil is warm. Plant outdoors 24-36” apart. Plant in
full sun. Support with cage, stake, or trellis as needed.
Save tomato seeds by cutting tomato in half and
squeezing out pulp into a jar or bowl. Let sit for 3-4
days as pulp ferments and separates from seeds. Add
non-chlorinated water to keep seeds wet. After 3-4
days, skim off any floating seeds – they are no good.
Remaining seeds may be rinsed in a strainer then
dried on paper plates or coffee filters. When dry,
place seeds in dry, airtight containers for use next
year.

5

Black Beauty Zucchini Squash
Compact everbearing bush plants are loaded with
glossy green-black fruits with firm white flesh.
Best eaten when under 8" long. Excellent variety
for freezing. 45-65 days.
Instructions - Sow seeds outdoors in 12"
diameter hills after danger of frost has passed.
Hills should be spaced 6' apart in all directions.
Can also be started indoors 3 weeks before
transplanting out. Plant 5-6 seeds per hill, 1”
deep. Thin to 3-4 plants. Plant in full sun.

Save seeds by slicing zucchini in half. Scoop seeds
out, rinse in water to separate seeds from pulp,
dry on paper for 3-7 days. Store seeds in dry,
airtight container for use next year.

6

Sunflower Mix
A mixture of species and forms!
Instructions - Sow seeds outdoors after last frost.
Direct seed, ½” deep and 6” apart. Seeds
germinate in 10-14 days. Sunflowers prefer full
sun to light shade and well-drained rich soil.
Provide support for tall plants. Plants average 4-6'
tall. Annual, starts blooming at 60 days.
Once your sunflowers have died back completely
and the backs of the blooms are brown, it’s time to
harvest. You’ll also notice the seeds are plump and
somewhat loose. Cut the stalk with sharp scissors
or pruners, about one foot down from the flower
head, and place in a container that can catch any
loose seeds.
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Helpful Resources
On the Web
www.tbscottlibrary.org/seed-library
Visit the T.B. Scott Free Library’s website for a list
of recommended seed saving books and more.
https://hort.extension.wisc.edu/ask-a-gardeningquestion/
Visit the UW Extension "Ask the Gardener" web
page to submit your gardening questions to be
answered by UW-Extension county-based
educators, specialists, or Master Gardeners.
www.seedsavers.org
Visit Seed Savers Exchange website to find more
information about the variety of seeds we selected
and others.
Local Contact:
Art Lersch, Area Extension Director (Langlade,
Lincoln, Price, Taylor Counties). Art is able to help
get you answers for your gardening needs,
including pest control, seed saving, fertilizer, etc.
Contact via email, art.lersch@wisc.edu or phone,
715-539-1075
T.B. Scott Free Library offers a variety of
gardening and heirloom seed books.
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T.B. Scott Free Library
106 W. 1st St.
Merrill, WI 54452
715-536-7191
www.tbscottlibrary.org
Produce photos and seed information,
courtesy of Seed Savers Exchange,
www.seedsavers.org

